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Jan Van der RoostEx)»HDAyE—

I still remember very well my visit to Tohoku area last year in August: it was
an experience with many emotions on stage and in the hall during that
particular concert. When a disaster like the tsunami last year hits a nation, a
lot of things which mostly are considered as "normal" suddenly change
drastically: indeed such a tragic event has a long lasting impact on countless
people. In a way it destroys a lot and it hurts many people but in a certain
way it also brings people (back) together ... Music is probably one of the only
phenomenons on earth being able to heal mental and emotional wounds: it
touches the hearts of those who play it or who are listening. In this context, I
was happy to be able to offer my modest contribution to Tohoku area last year
when I conducted a special concert in August. To me, it was a striking event to
see and to feel how courageous and with how much dignity the Japanese
people tried to get over such a catastrophe. If my music has helped in any way,
I am glad to have been able to bring some consolation and strength.

Unfortunately, I can not be present in person today, though I'm not very far
away from here (= in South Korea) at this very moment ... If it would have
matched with my agenda, I would have accepted the invitation to be here with
you once again, but as said I wasn't available anymore when the invitation
came in ... However, I am confident that today's performers will do their very
best to bring joy and happiness - and possibly also some deeper emotions - to
all of you. Enjoy the concert, enjoy the music, let your sorrows and concerns
disappear or at least diminish while being overwhelmed by the beauty of
music.

All the best to all of you!

Jan Van der Roost
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